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Welcome to Session 2013-14!  You will see that Dr Charles Lloyd, our enterprising 

Secretary, has, with some help from Council members, produced yet another intriguing 

programme of meetings.  Speaking for myself, seeing the work of other collectors, and the 

way they present their material, has helped me change from what one might call a “squirrel 

collector” into an “exhibitor”, allowing other people to see what I find interesting in my 

collecting areas. 

How did I choose my collecting areas?  I give you several examples: 

Years ago, I saw a display and discovered that Great Britain stamps were sometimes used in 

British Post Offices Abroad, some overprinted, as for the likes of Kuwait or Morocco 

Agencies, others un-overprinted but with identifiable postmarks for the place where they 

were used – B02 in an ellipse of lines is Suez, F87 is Smyrna.  At that time, such stamps were 

much cheaper than GB stamps used in the UK, but were often in much better condition as 

they hadn’t been handled by so many collectors.  I also discovered that there is a specialist 

society, the Great Britain Overprints Society (GBOS), which I joined and have found very 

helpful over the years.  

Northern Rhodesia/Zambia is my oldest special interest, going right back to when I started 

collecting.  For that I must thank my mother’s brother, Dr Edward Keith, who was a 

government doctor in Northern Rhodesia from the late 1930’s, later opening his own 

diagnostic clinic where he used his lab to diagnose and treat illness in a way far in advance of 

British practice at the time.  He was a good correspondent with his mother and sister, so I 

received a steady supply of used envelopes.  I wish I had kept more of them, but even so there 

are some gems among what I still have. 

But there is more, for I got to know teachers from Northern Rhodesia who came for a year to 

the Tropical Education Course at Moray House in Edinburgh and they in turn encouraged me 

to consider working as a minister in NR.  That came to fruition and led to eleven years of 

service in Northern Rhodesia (Zambia from 24
th
 October 1964).  So I have my own archive!  

My resource society is the Rhodesia Study Circle. 

Getting auction catalogues from Cavendish chanced to lead me in a completely different 

direction.  I was intrigued by something in the GB section called “the Uniform Fourpence 

Post” and realised that at that point few people were interested in it.  After all, it only lasted 

for five weeks (5
th
 December 1839 to 9

th
 January 1840) and was the experimental change 

leading to full postal reform and the introduction of Uniform Penny Postage.  A very 

successful experiment it was too!  This is how Penny Post came about several months before 

penny blacks were ready.  Post Offices in England and Wales had no standard charge mark 

and usually hand wrote “4” on each letter, but the Post Office in Scotland commissioned  
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special hand-stamps for a certain number of Scottish offices including Dundee.  These are now specially sought 

after, but I have managed to track down an example of each.  I have managed to afford only one of the hand-stamps 

commissioned by local postmasters.  They come into the “hens’ teeth” category which I should have sought before 

general interest grew. 

And that very specialised sub-collection led me to a major interest in the History of the General Post in Scotland 

which I showed in my President’s Display last year.  This year I will inflict Northern Rhodesia/Zambia upon you. 

I am encouraged not only by the efforts of long serving members but also by the participation of more recent 

members in making our Society an active association, distinguished by our website and also our regular featuring in 

philatelic literature, and then friendliness to collectors when they track us down. 

Alan J Roy 

President, DDPS 

News of Members 

During the 2012-13 Session, the Society welcomed two new members: Harry Jackson and David Millar.  

Our membership stands at 39 members and 3 honorary members.  

Review of the 2012-13 programme 

The 2012-13 season was opened on the 27
th
 September by Alan Roy presenting his President’s Display, GB 

Miscellany, to 16 members and his wife, Roma.  The first part featured the earlier stamps of Great Britain and 

included those used abroad (both with and without overprinting). In the second part Alan expertly took us through 

the development of our postal service from 1635 in his History of the General Post in Scotland.  

At the following meetings displays were given by one of our members (Ron Goodfellow), by visitors (four times) 

and by other societies (Edinburgh PS, Perth PS & The Caledonian PS). We held four meetings at which members 

participated.  The average attendance was 19 with the highest being 23 on the 25
th
 October to see Christopher 

Podger’s Cyprus Miscellany.   The lowest attendance was 14 (as to be expected on a particularly cold, wet & windy 

night). This average continues the improved attendance recorded in 2011-2. 

Jean Osborne was unable to come on the 10
th
 October to show her award winning Papua, New Guinea and PNG 

collection and her visit was rescheduled to the 6
th
 December.  Unfortunately, the continued ill-health of her husband 

meant she had to cancel the rearranged date as well.  We are indebted to Ron Goodfellow for bringing his display 

forward to October and also to The Quartet of Members who stepped-in in December.  Large audiences enjoyed 

both evenings. Ron showed More Commerce in the Post, a further development of the fascinating material we saw 

the year before. The same ground rules were in place – items should be commercially used and viewer friendly.  

Many a member recognised (with a degree of nostalgia) bygone products advertised on envelopes.  Other unfamiliar 

products / companies were as fascinating and together they demonstrated that with imagination and searching 

dealers stocks / auctions a unique collection can be assembled.  In December Peter Dix opened for the quartet with 

Stamps of the Seychelles, featuring colourful sets on natural and social histories.  The isolation of these islands and 

their political development gave Peter a fascinating resource which he explained expertly.  Charles Lloyd followed 

with Belgian Congo Postal Stationery that Waterlow had printed with its customary attention to appealing designs 

and completed his allocated boards with items from the Belgian Colonial East African Campaign in World War 1. 

Ron Goodfellow used this opportunity to treat us to diverse subjects. Although each was insufficient to produce a 

40 sheet display, they shared a common feature; most interesting.  As an example, Liechtenstein is small enough for 

Ron to have motored around in a day “collecting” post offices and recording each visit by posting a cover home. I 

seem to remember he bagged all but one!  Sandy Sloss was the last man in with his excellent display which showed 
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the Development of Greece as a Nation, as seen through the stamps issued between 1924 and 1951.  Sandy expertly 

explained how territory had been added (and sometimes lost) and people who were the major players in its politics / 

revolution. (I hesitate to say great men since Sandy informed us that some were very dubious characters!) 

On October 25
th
 Christopher Podger (Francis’ father, who lives in Chichester) brought his stunning collection of 

Cyprus for our enjoyment. This had been eagerly awaited and it met expectations. His interest in the island started 

when he was stationed there while serving in the RAF.  The display contained covers of Cyprus in conflict from 

WW1 to the 1970’s partition, revenue documents with high value duties and lawyers stamps which paid into their 

pension fund (an idea which he, as a solicitor, approved!), to note just three topics. Those present paid particular 

attention to his assembly of incoming mail from around the world, arranged from A (Austria) to Z (Zanzibar).   

Maybe, we will see this concept used in member’s displays in the future. 

Our next individual visitor was Russell Walker of the Caledonian PS who came on the 27
th
 November with an 

intriguing title Sahara a’ra Camels. He explained it was taken from a Hamish Imlach folk song about French 

Sahara region, from where came the philatelic material in his display.  He started with the development of the postal 

service and infrastructure of French North Africa, of which early tourism was a part.  He continued with the French 

Foreign Legion from its earliest days through to post WW2 times.  The Legion has a fascination for Britons and its 

presence was appreciated.  All the material was of high quality and expertly explained. 

The middle of our season has always been devoted mainly to members’ nights (because of possible adverse winter 

travelling conditions for visitors).  It was on the 28
th
 February that our next visitor, Bob Catto of Edinburgh, 

presented his display on Space.  He had worked on the American space programme and quite naturally for a 

philatelist, he had built up an impressive thematic display which ranged from the missiles of WW2, through the US 

manned project to development of commercial satellites.  Robert Duguid was the most appropriate member to give 

a vote of thanks because he too had an association with the subject; his family house in Ealing had been flattened by 

a German V2, but like most of us he had a childhood excited by the early days of satellites and comic book heroes 

such as Dan Dare. 

Willie King (Ayrshire PS) was our final visitor on April 11
th
. Many of us were aware that he possessed a world 

class Ceylon collection and happily it had arrived home a few days before from being displayed at Milan.  It was a 

display of most attractive stamps studied in great depth by an expert who skilfully explained its features. Early 

issues have much variety in colours and perforations in addition to a change in currency.  The 64c QV stamp in all 

its varieties had been the subject of a particular study and its detail was most impressive. 

Turning to visits by other societies; Edinburgh PS members Bob and Irene Catto, Sid Morgan and Bill Black visited 

on the 8
th
 November.  Their subjects were The United Kingdom (modern issues on monarchy, scenery and heritage), 

Scandinavian Cities, Birds and New Zealand ANZAC, respectively.  The limitation in the sheets allowance for each 

(40) did not diminish the depth and degree of interest in each contribution.  Although we ought to be aware of our 

own stamps, Bob produced miniature sheets that many of us had never seen.  For one, I am critical of Royal Mail’s 

inflated number of issues, but I’d have to admit that in the right hands they do make a great display.  We all learned 

much from Irene’s Scandinavia’s people and buildings display, the stamps of which (we have grown to expect) are 

works of art.  Her guidance was noted as valuable information for future visits to these places!   Sid’s contribution 

reminded us that birds are a popular subject for all counties and that it is possible to create an excellent thematic 

collection which, as Sid ably demonstrated, can be formed into a most attractively display.  Bill’s comprehensive 

display revealed that although ANZAC commemorative stamps were issued as early as 1936, it was not until 1965 

that the next issue appeared.  More recently many more stamps have been produced with the national pride in the 

ANZAC record merging with recognition of the contribution of today’s armed forces to New Zealand’s defence. 
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Three members from Perth PS (Fraser Brown, Norman Watson and Paul Stephens) visited on the 14
th
 March. None 

of us could recall ever seeing a display on Mexico, a country to which Norman introduced us.  It was a most 

interesting thematic show of Mexico’s cultural values, politics (& revolutionaries) and myths.  This gave us more 

accurate insight into this county than we get from the normal media stereotyping.  Norman brought a splendid 

collection of Scottish postal mileage marks from 1808 to 1829.  These required an explanation which Norman was 

able to give with enthusiasm, knowledge and understanding.  We know of Paul’s great interest in Sudan.  This 

evening he brought part of his postal stationery collection, items issued between 1897 and 1921.  We were treated to 

a great variety, explained in his relaxed but enjoyable style. 

The third visit was from the Caledonian PS which took place on the 28
th
 March, and presented by Ray Welland, Lyn 

Robinson, John Gavin and Ken Norris.  There was a diverse range of subject matter, each of great interest.  Ray’s 

WW1 display contained early solders mail from men fighting on both sides followed by cartoon postcards, notably 

those by Bruce Bairnsfather (of “Old Bill” fame). Lyn’s has an interest in The carriage of mail by coach, the history 

of which she explained with examples. Ken selected Christmas as a subject which he illustrated with stamps, cards 

and air-letters.  Of course, Christmas Island in the Indian Ocean is well known but Ken also brought material from 

its almost unknown namesake in Nova Scotia.  Gavin admires the work of Finnish graphic designer Erik Bruun and 

treated us to his “Bruun Collection” of stamps and bank notes and his prized letter from this retiring man. We 

agreed with his opinion on the quality of Bruun’s work. 

There were four members meetings.  The first of these, held on the 20
th
 December, was The one sheet competition 

and recent acquisitions.  The participation rate was tremendous with eleven entries in the competition and nine 

members showing up to 15 sheets of recent acquisitions. The competition was of high standard and judged by 

members who decided that the entry submitted by Francis Podger should win.  Members once again redefined a 

word, and “recent” now means “not shown before”.  This allowed us to see many sheets of very interesting 

philately. (This redefinition should continue!!)  As this was the pre-Christmas meeting we rounded off the night 

with suitable and tasty refreshments brought in by members. The seasonal break allowed members to finalise their 

entries for the Annual competition held on the 10
th
 January.  The high participation rate continued with nine 

members submitting entries that everyone agreed were all excellent.  However, winners had to be selected.  They 

were Colin Campbell (Thematic), Peter Dix (National & General) and George Lewthwaite (Postal History).  J Night 

followed on the 24
th
 January.  Yet again, member’s enthusiasm was record breaking and all boards were filled with 

many additional sheets available, but not displayed.  There were 13 displays.  The inventiveness of members is 

usually called upon each year as we progress through the alphabet, but this year it was required for Valentine’s 

Evening, a topic prompted by the meeting falling on the 14
th
 February. The most popular subject was Valentines of 

Dundee postcards, but some members noticed that nearly all postcards could be entered since (invariably) each was 

signed “love from”. Less common were Valentine’s Day stamps! 

This year, we visited Aberdeen PS, Arbroath PS, Stirling & District PS and the Postcard Club of Tayside with three 

or four members forming our away team.  All visits were well received.  Thanks are due to Peter Dix, Ron 

Goodfellow, Sandy Sloss, George Lewthwaite, Alan Roy, Robert Duguid, David Easson and Charles Lloyd for 

contributing and travelling. 

To complete our programme we held a society dinner.  Closure of the Taycheggan Hotel led to relocation at The 

Tasting Rooms and rescheduling on the 7
th
 March. A record number (19) of members and their spouses attended.  It 

was an enjoyable social event which will be repeated next year at a different venue and at a warmer time of year.  

We will hold the 2014 dinner in May.  (A comfortable temperature is not guaranteed, though we live in hope!) 

 

 



5 

 

Competition Winners and Distinctions (2012-13)  

DDPS 

One sheet competition: Francis Podger: “Crash mail”.  

National & General: Peter Dix: “GB Machins booklets”  

Thematic: Colin Campbell: “Communication”  

Postal History: George Lewthwaite: “ Caithness postmarks from the 19
th
 Century” 

National / International 

ASPS Interfed Competition: David Stirrups, Francis Podger & Margaret Morris (Caledonian). Winner and all Gold  

Philatelic Congress of GB, National Competition: Alan Roy, Large Vermeil 

Philatelic Congress of GB, National Competition: David Stirrups, Vermeil 

Indonesia 2012 World Stamp Championship: Francis Podger, Gold 

National Recognition 

Fellow of the Royal Philatelic Society, London: Francis Podger 

Finance  

Currently, DDPS is in good financial health. However, some of our assets mature in the near future and the return 

expected on reinvestment is not expected to produce the same yield.  Again, many thanks are due to Robert Duguid 

for keeping the Society in the black.  

At the AGM, on the Hon. Treasurer’s recommendation, the annual subscription was not increased.  It is £10 

(payable in September, at the start of the new session).   

The Exchange Packet  

Eight Exchange Packets were circulated the 2012-3 session. The level of sales was high (~20%), which is at the 

upper end for club packets these days, and reflects the quality of the content and its appeal to those taking the 

packet. It is worth repeating the message given last year:  David Easson is always willing to receive new booklets 

for the packets, and is also looking for new members wishing to take the packet. These packets benefit members 

wishing to sell surplus material and members looking to fill gaps, or access thematics. We are very grateful to 

David for all his hard work in preparing and administering the Exchange Packet.  

The Library  

Under David Easson’s leadership re-cataloguing of the Library is continuing.  It is not just a listing of our books.  

A system is being devised to classify books by subject matter with a cross-referencing feature to give a user-

friendly way for each of us to gather all the information in our library when we call-up a subject.  This requires 

considerable time and effort but the outcome will fulfil a requirement for our philatelic library, which is recognised 

as one of the most comprehensive in the country.  The system will remain applicable as we add and remove books 

from the stock.  We appreciate the effort of the group and congratulate them on the progress they have made.   

In recent years the Society has concentrated on consolidation but our Treasurer, Robert Duguid, informed David 

that there are enough funds available to purchase some new books.  As we all know, the cost of philatelic books 

today is high which puts an annual limit on the number of new books we can buy.  If you have a title to suggest, 

please contact David.  (As an aside, has anyone bought recently published editions of Gibbons catalogues printed 

in the new smaller size and been disappointed in the quality of the binding?  Your Hon Secretary has bought two 

and pages began to drop out after opening them a few times.)    

Publicity  

The problem with publicity is akin to waiting for a bus. You can publicise for years with no apparent success 

(judged by the number of new members) and then a number come along all at once! The past year saw this 

happening. 
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Information on future meetings appears in the Courier as does an account of each meeting. Details of our meetings 

are also sent on a regular basis to the various philatelic magazines as well as ABPS News. It is pleasing to see that 

most of these reports are published. 

Having a Society stand and table at Perth 2012 and at the ASPS Congress also kept the flag flying for DDPS.  The 

support of members who manned the table at these events is much appreciated. The money taken for sales of our 

commemorative covers etc. brought a smile to the face of our treasurer. 

All of these publicity efforts help to keep the name of our Society in the public (or at least philatelic) domain but 

word of mouth by is always a good way of informing potential members – so start chatting about what a great 

Society we are and let’s attract more members in 2013-14. 

Morning Meetings  

The Morning meetings continued to take place on the first
 

Thursday of the month (from 10:00 to noon) throughout 

the year. They attracted regular support from a core who attend evening meetings as well and one or two members 

who prefer not to venture out on winter nights. Also, sometimes, members of the public who are interested / curious 

about the hobby will appear. The venue is the Art Society’s Rooms but when there is an Art Exhibition and the 

Gallery is unavailable, we use a room at the Methodist Church in West Marketgate. Other one-off circumstances 

may lead to alternative arrangements for particular meetings, details of which will be advised ahead of the day. 

If you know of any retired people who collect stamps or would like to take it up again please direct them to these 

morning meetings. Free coffee and tea are always available. Members usually bring along items from their 

collections to pass round and examine 

The 2013-14 Programme 

2013  

26
th
 September President’s Night , N Rhodesia / Zambia   Alan Roy 

10
th
 October The Gold Coast & Ghana   Ian Anderson (The Scottish  PS) 

18
th 

& 19
th
 October Scotex, Dewar Centre, Perth* 

24
th
 October Early Europe   Stuart Gardiner (The Caledonian PS) 

25
th
 – 27

th
 October The Dundee Philatelic Weekend (Queens Hotel, Dundee)*

†
 

  5
th
 November Visit to Glasgow PS (13:30 – 15:30) 

14
th
 November Visit from Stirling & District PS 

28
th
 November Hiroshige – Japanese Woodblock Prints   Ian Gray (Falkirk & District PS) 

12
th
 December One Sheet Competition & Recent Acquisitions 

2014  

  9
th 

 January Annual Competition 

23
rd

 January K Night 

13
th
 February Showing One’s Stamps 

20
th
 February Visit to Perth PS 

27
th
 February Visit from Arbroath PS 

13
th
 March The Levant   Paul Stephens (Perth PS) 

27
th
 March Visit from Aberdeen PS 

11
th
 & 12

th
 April ASPS Congress, at Dewar Centre, Perth* 

24
th
April Papua, New Guinea, Papua & New Guinea   Jean Osborne (Falkirk & District PS) 

  8
th
 May AGM 

15
th
 May Society Annual Dinner 

 
*These are not a part of the DDPS meetings programme and are open to all collectors. They are included here for 

your convenience.  
†
 Details of this can be obtained from the Organising Secretary, Ken Norris (30 Luss Brae, 

Hamilton ML3 9UT.  Telephone 01698 425120) 
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Before I present details on the content, I should draw your attention to the dates because, as you enter them in your 

diary, you will see some gaps between meetings that are greater than normal.  We have a preferential room booking 

for the second and fourth Thursday of the month from September to April (which we use).  The Arts Society has a 

regular booking for other Thursdays, days we cannot use. In 2013-14 both October and January have five 

Thursdays, Boxing Day and 2
nd

 of January fall on one of our Thursdays, and ASPS Congress follows the day after 

one.  These factors combine to slightly disrupt our regular pattern of meetings. 

I hope that you find this programme exciting and will attend as many meetings as possible, to see a diverse material 

and expand your knowledge.  I hope that there will be a continued growth in numbers present and that on members’ 

nights you will participate by entering club competitions with the intention of winning!   

The session gets off to an excellent start on September 26
th
 with the Presidential display.  Alan Roy will show his 

renowned collection of Northern Rhodesia / Zambia.  As is our custom we shall celebrate the start of the new 

session with a refreshing glass and a few nibbles (after Alan’s display).  

We have had a taster of Ian Anderson’s West Africa during a society visit to Dundee.  This time we have the 

opportunity to see a greater range and depth with a full display and he has told me that he has added significant new 

items.  We will see how the philately of the territory developed during the colonial period and changed dramatically 

when it the Gold Coast became the first British African colony to be given independence.  Stuart Gardiner takes us 

out of Africa and back in time to the classic period of (Early) European philately with the early issues of Italy, 

German states, Spain etc.. Stuart had said he will select material of particular interest that will also create a coherent 

display.  Paul Stephens has a number of collections, all of which are exceptional.  At the visit from Perth PS last 

year he offered to show The Levant this year.  He is aware of Alan’s Levant (see the President’s Letter) and told me 

his aspect is different.  We are privileged, having seen Alan’s Levant last year, to have the chance to see other 

material from a fascinating postal service and how a different specialist approaches the subject.  Unfortunately, Jean 

Osborne was not able to display her award winning New Guinea, Papua and Papua - New Guinea collection last 

year.  This year we will be able to see it.  It is worth repeating my comments that were in the 2012 newsletter 

because its history (reflected in its philately) differs markedly from that of Gold Coast / Ghana:  Covering the 

eastern half of the island of New Guinea and numerous small islands to its east, the land has a fascinating history of 

British & German colonisation in the 1880’s, followed by British (Australian) control of the whole territory after 

World War 1 and eventually independence in 1975.  Jean’s collection covers the whole era of its philately which 

(apart from the fascinating political changes) has stamp issues that show the nation’s culture and history, fauna and 

flora, and development.  It is a display that is not to be missed.      

I need to give a little more information on Ian Gray’s display.  It is both national and thematic. Utagawa Hiroshige 

was the last of the great Japanese artists of the style that we would consider to be classic Japanese.  With that 

introduction many of you will recall now some of those beautiful stamps that feature the work of Japanese artists 

from an era when the country was closed to the West. Ian’s display shows this and more, and certainly is one to 

look forward to. 

We have been invited to visit Perth PS and Glasgow PS.  These days, Glasgow PS meets in the afternoon because, 

like many local philatelic societies, its membership is declining in number and increasing in age.  Changing to 

daytime meetings allows more members to go their meetings.  For both visits, I will be looking for teams of four to 

present 40 sheets each.  In return, we have visits from Arbroath, Stirling and District, and Aberdeen PS’s.   I have 

no idea what we will see, but that is part of the pleasure!  With four individuals showing, there will be something 

for everybody and by past experience, it will be high quality philately. 

As we work through the alphabet, we reach “K” this year.  Already, older members may be dusting down sheets 

from 25 years ago, in the expectation that we will have forgotten.  Newer members will realise that that there are 

rich pickings – Kings, Kenya, Kuwait, Kingdoms (such as Saudi), Kwacha (Zambian currency), birds (eg 

Kingfisher, Kookaburra ) animals (e.g. Kudu, King Charles Spaniel), individuals (e.g. Cosmonaut Kamarov) and 
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more.  No doubt there will be imaginative productions.   I hope everyone will participate. 

It is not onerous to prepare a one sheet competition entry, an event that generates both serious and less serious (but 

skilfully devised) submissions.  However, the main competition may require more thought. The end of year break 

will give all of us time to put together competition entries and their preparation ought to be a welcome diversion 

from the less satisfying seasonal activities / entertainment.  If you have any questions, please contact the Secretary.    

This year we have a new participation event which we hope will help anyone who has been hesitant about 

displaying.  I’ve asked Francis Podger, who is organising, the evening to provide more information.  He writes: 

“They say there is a first time for everything….. 

A number of our members have stepped up to the mark and agreed to give a display for the first time with the object 

to help them plan what is required, put their display together (of up to 40 sheets) and introduce their display. During 

the evening members will be encouraged to give constructive feedback to the displayers and inspire them to take the 

next step. 

This is an exciting inclusion in our 2013-14 programme and I am, and I know a number of other members are, 

greatly looking forward to the evening which should be very interesting as we get to see ‘first time displays’ by 

some of our members. 

I would like to thank in advance those who have agreed to participate (you know who you are). If anyone has any 

questions about this night please do ask me. Francis.” 

The Society’s Web-site  

Norman Kelso (Norrie) has put considerable effort into creating a first class asset (envied by other societies) and 

I have asked him contribute to this newsletter because those who are not meeting or internet regulars might not 

be aware that the site is so good.  It is useful to us and is the society’s “shop window”.  Here is his contribution: 

“The society website www.dundeephilatelic.org has undergone a bit of a facelift during the spring. 

A sample of the main screen is shown below.  

 

The purpose of this facelift was to standardise the screens so that no matter where you are on the site the left hand 

side of the screen will always tell you about the dates of the next meeting(s) and the latest news information. I’ve 

http://www.dundeephilatelic.org/
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also added in analytical programming to the pages which will allow me to see how much access people are making 

of the site.   

The web site (other than the Home and history pages) consists of 9 different sections as follows: 

Officials: This option will give you a choice of either selecting ‘Officers’, which will show the 

current office bearers of the society, or ‘Presidents’ which will display a list of all 

presidents since the society was formed. 

News:   This page will, during the year, populate with all news items for that year. 

Syllabus: A page detailing all meetings of the society for the coming year as well as visits to other 

societies and other events taking place that year. 

Comp. Winners: A page showing winners of each of the trophies for the previous 2 years. 

Documents: This section of the site allows you to view Society Minutes for the current year, all 

Presidents Newsletters, and any ASPS Newsletters available. 

Archive: The Syllabus, News Items and Society Minutes for previous years. 

Covers: All society produced covers which are available for purchase are found here. 

Links: A list of links to other web sites related to philately which may be of interest to members. 

Exhibition: Information relating to up and coming philatelic exhibitions. 

If members feel that there is anything missing from the site or even if you fell there’s something you don’t like 

about the site please feel free to contact me at norman.kelso@btinternet.com “ 

James Chalmers 

In June, Gibbons Stamp Monthly produced an article on James Chalmers.  To members of DDPS he needs no 

introduction.  Unfortunately, in general, that is not the case across the UK (and abroad) and a new properly 

researched publication is welcome. Alan Roy writes: 

“James Chalmers: the Real Inventor of the Adhesive Postage Stamp? 

Who invented the adhesive postage stamp?  Was it Rowland Hill, as many collectors assume, or was it Dundee 

Printer and Bookseller, James Chalmers, originally of Arbroath.  Or was it partly an idea whose time had come; an 

older Revenue practice of printed adhesive payment slips, now brought across as a convenient means of prepaying 

postage? 

If you are intrigued to know how it came about that people across the world stick stamps on letters, you would do 

well to read Michael Peach’s well-balanced article James Chalmers: the Real Inventor of the adhesive postage 

Stamp? in the June 2013 issue of Gibbons Stamp Monthly.  (The question mark has its proper place in the article.)  

Peach acknowledges help from our own Dennis Collins and Colin Campbell as well as from Dr Iain Flett, Dundee 

City Archivist. 

I found the piece helpful and I commend it to you. 

Alan Roy” 

A second article on James Chalmers has been published in Scottish Stamp News (the journal of the Alba Stamp 

Group). In this, our Society is mentioned.  When we have more details, I hope that a report will be posted on the 

website. 

During a phone conversation with George Lewthwaite, he told me that he collects Chalmers memorabilia when he 

comes across it and offered some of these for inclusion in our newsletter to supplement the reference to the 

Chalmers articles.  As you can see they are varied.  Perhaps, other members have examples?  George believes that 

there is a plaque on behalf of James Chalmer’s son in St Paul’s Cathederal.  Perhaps, you seen it?

mailto:norman.kelso@btinternet.com
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Top 

A postcard that was bought at Dundee Museum 20 to      A US Local Post from 1982:  It has as a stamp (10c)  

30 years ago. Is it available today?       featuring “The Father of Adhesive Postage Stamps”. 

Below           Even without the insert (shown below it), the spelling 

The same postcard posted from Finland in 1982, It     “Honors” identifies its US origin.  I’ve looked on the 

has a James Chalmers adhesive label.  George would     net to try to find something on Ted Jensen. Sadly, 

appreciate any information on the designer / printer.     being born in 1900, he has passed on to join James in 

           the eternal Sorting Office.  There is an amusing article 

    printed in 1973: Google “fireside local post Jensen” 

 

 

The Discovery Mailing Centre, West Pitkerro  Marshall Islands:  The miniature sheet issued to celebrate 

Industrial Estate, Dundee:  “CHALMER’S  the 150
th
 anniversary of the Penny Black, 1990.  The upper 

HOUSE” can be seen below Dundee   middle stamp shows the Chalmers essay. 
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The Dundee Commemorative Cover 

Over many years the Society has produced illustrated commemorative covers (initially envelopes but more recently 

postcards) which have been popular.  For their subject we identify a significant event which has a Dundee 

connection.  (Last year it was the centenary of Scott’s final expedition to the Antarctic.  He sailed there in the 

Dundee built Terra Nova.)  Colin Campbell has responsibility for these covers and has to select a subject that 

appeals to collectors in Tayside and beyond to recoup the considerable production cost.  Obviously this is done with 

care.  A number of topics have been suggested and he is considering these at this time.  If the Society produces a 

cover, all members will have the opportunity to purchase at least one.  I write “if” because it is not a compulsory 

annual exercise and it will take place only if there is the possibility that it will be economically viable. 

Finally 

Thanks are due once more to Colin for setting up and printing the syllabus and for copying the Newsletter. George 

Lewthwaite continues his series of excellent articles on aspects of Dundee’s philatelic heritage with “Dundee 

Receiving Houses” which follows below. Thank you, George.  If anyone can contribute to his research, I’m sure 

George will appreciate your information.  

It just remains to wish you a good collecting season and we look forward to seeing you at Alan’s display on 

September 26
th
.  

Charles Lloyd 

Hon Secretary  

 

 

DUNDEE RECEIVING HOUSES 

by Dr G W Lewthwaite 

Receiving Houses were minor offices, established in the early nineteenth century, for the receipt of mail 

which was then despatched to the nearest Sub-Office or Post Town (General Post Office).  The earliest 

associated with Dundee was in Lochee (opened 10
th

 May 1830) and a further four were opened in 1833.  

The Dundee Directory for 1834 records the following details (also listed in Bill Hogg’s Dundee Post): 

John Crichton’s, Miller’s Wynd, Perth Road 

John Gill’s, Scouringburn 

Peter Low’s. Head of Wellgate 

John Wilson’s, King Street 

Broughty Ferry was added as a Receiving House when it opened in October 1834. 

All were provided with identifying, numbered hand-stamps.  The problem with all of these is that there is 

no known, official record of which number was used in which office.  Two designs were used, the first 

(Type A) has been used on the fragment to Harrington reproduced below and the second (Type B) on the 

entire to Kirriemuir.  One way some progress can be made is to attempt to deduce which office was used 

from whatever information can be gleaned from the available letter.  This is the methodology adopted by 

Cochran who has researched the location of the four town offices and the histories of the original receivers 

(Bill Cochran, Dundee Penny Post: Town Receiving Houses 1832-46: The Scottish Post, No.121, 2009). 
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The following table summarizes the information I have at the moment.  Five sources have been used: (GL) 

my collection, (C) from Cochran’s article referenced above, (H) from Bill Hogg’s book, (A&S) from 

Auckland and Stables- Postal markings of Scotland to 1840 and (K) Kirkwood’s proof books available in 

CD form from The Scottish Postal History Society. 

No./Type COMMENT 

1/B 

 

Proof: January 1833 (K). 

Use: 17/3/1887 to 1842 (sic) (H-Transcription error here, probably ought to be 13/7/1837,  A& S 

record 13.7.1837 to 1842), 30 July 1840 (GL). 

Attribution: Broughty Ferry, (A&S,H).  My example has sender’s address as Harecraig (Listed as 

No 26 Dundee Road, West Ferry ,McKean and Walker , Dundee an Illustrated Architectural Guide) 

2/A Proof: December 1832 (K). 

Use: 29/11/1839 (C) to 29.9.1845 (H). 

Attribution: Miller’s Wynd (C).  A&S attribute this mark to Ferryport on Craig (Tayport), probably 

wrongly. 

3/A Proof: December 1832 (K). 

Use: 22.8.1834 (GL) to19/9/1845(C). 

Attribution: King Street (C) 

4/A Proof: December 1832 (K). 

Use : 11/1/1836 (Letter from Mrs Scott, Magdalen Yard Road according to 1837/38 Dundee 

Directory,GL) , 23.1.1834 to 11.6.1836 (A&S, and H) 

5/B Proof: January 1833 (K) 

Use: 24.1.1834 to 11.2.1837 (A&S and H). 

Attribution: Lochee (A&S and H) 

6/A Proof: October 1834 (K) 

Use: 11 .7.1841 (Letter from Adam Symon, Magdalen Yard Road according to 1837/38 Dundee 

Directory, GL) to 20.11.1864 (H) 

 


